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Collocations 
Collocations are words that are often used together. Expanding your vocabulary by learning common 

collocations can help to boost your score in the TOEIC test. 

 

Exercise 1 

Write each verb next to the correct set of words. 

 

 

 

1. ___________ a profit / friends / a mistake / arrangements 

2. ___________ bankrupt / sightseeing / to work / on vacation 

3. ___________ a contract / a medal / an election / approval 

4. ___________ your goals / success / independence / the right standard 

5. ___________ a cold / your breath / a bus / sight of someone 

6. ___________ an exam / a break / a risk / a seat 

7. ___________ your best / your duty / an experiment / some work 

8. ___________ attention / a bill / taxes / cash 

 

Exercise 2

Underline the correct collocation. 

1. If we want to overcome/prosper/strike this problem quickly, we will all have to work hard. 

2. An intern’s job is not well paid, but it is a good chance to take/win/gain valuable experience. 

3. Let’s consider the facts carefully before we get/do/make any decisions about the future of the company. 

4. They are looking for a highly/fully/greatly motivated individual who is a confident communicator. 

5. You should intend/submit/recommend an application immediately, as the deadline is approaching. 

6. The target/concept/design market for our building products is property owners and investors. 

7. If we manage to keep tight/strong/tense control over spending, then we will meet our efficiency targets. 

8. Mr. Garcia is going to get over/set up/put on a task force to tackle the high employee absentee rate. 

 

go  pay  win  achieve 

make  do  take  catch 
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Answers 

Exercise 1: 1. make, 2. go, 3. win, 4. achieve, 5. catch, 6. take, 7. do, 8. pay 

Exercise 2: 1. overcome, 2. gain, 3. make, 4. highly, 5. submit, 6. target, 7. tight, 8. set up 

 

Expansion activity 

a. Use your dictionary to find three collocations for each word. 

1. waste  ___________________ ___________________ ___________________ 

2. deeply  ___________________ ___________________ ___________________ 

3. grow  ___________________ ___________________ ___________________ 

4. brief   ___________________ ___________________ ___________________ 

5. give   ___________________ ___________________ ___________________ 

6. fall   ___________________ ___________________ ___________________ 

7. have   ___________________ ___________________ ___________________ 

8. keep   ___________________ ___________________ ___________________ 

b. Choose one collocation for each word and make an example sentence. 

1. ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. ____________________________________________________________________________________ 


